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(54) Title: PREMANUFACTURED STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS 

(57) Abstract 

A structural element that may be used to 
reinforce those structures or portions of structures 
that respond to loads in the manner of a diaphragm 
or shelL The units axe particularly appropriate 
in designing structures to adequately resist earth- 
quake, wind and other loads. The structural ele- 
ments may be installed in a new building or ret- 
rofitted in existing buildings. Tbe element (10) 
has top and bottom members (12, 14) and two 
side members (16, 18) in a substantially rectan- 
gular configuration, the top and bottom members 
(12, 14) have flat top and bottom exterior sur- 
faces. Inclined brace members (20, 22) fit within 
the rectangular configuration connected to the top 
and bottom members (12, 14) and the two side 
members (16, 18) to form a structurally rigid ele- 
ment The elements (10) may be made from any 

material and may be joined by any method that provides the necessary rigidity. Preferably the elements are prcmarurfacurred in the factory. 
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